
Friday 12th September
18 year old Marcel Ravidat was chasing his dog through a forest 
near Lascaux when his dog went into a narrow shaft between two 
rocks.  Marcel followed him inside, finding a cave. Marcel took 
three friends back to explore the cave four days later believing 
they may have found a secret tunnel into a nearby Manor House.  
They didn’t find a secret tunnel but they did find a cave 
adorned with more than 600 stunning animal paintings on the 
walls. (Video)

The Lascaux Cave Paintings were painted around 17,000 years ago 
by Paleolithic humans living in the caves. The images of bison, 
horses, deer, and other creatures are not just art; they are a 
powerful reminder that early humans had imagination, beliefs, 
and a sense of beauty. 

The caves were opened to the public in 1948, however by 1955, 
the 1200 visitors a day were adding moisture, fungi and carbon 
dioxide to the air that was beginning to destroy the paintings. 
To protect them, entry to the caves is now carefully controlled, 
but exact replicas have been painted in nearby caves for 
visitors to see. 

The "Sistine Chapel of Prehistory," Lascaux transformed how we 
see our ancestors, not just as survivors, but as storytellers, 
artists, and thinkers. 

● Imagine how Marcel and his 
friends felt when 
discovering the paintings.

● What do these paintings 
tell us about how the 
people who made them felt 
or thought?

● Does the act of creating 
art, then or now, make us 
more human? Why?

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lascaux/@45.0539166,1.1470514,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x47ff54661315ceeb:0x13c61174a74ed6a6!8m2!3d45.053919!4d1.167651!16zL20vMDRxNnQ?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDkwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lascaux+Cave+Painting+gallery&sca_esv=5b4a214e63f65c0a&udm=2&biw=1221&bih=552&sxsrf=AE3TifOAgWxn-XgcSoPywcehq_afNw9mpw%3A1757526349820&ei=TbnBaNDcMemehbIPgbWHgA4&ved=0ahUKEwiQt47u386PAxVpT0EAHYHaAeAQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=Lascaux+Cave+Painting+gallery&gs_lp=Egtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZyIdTGFzY2F1eCBDYXZlIFBhaW50aW5nIGdhbGxlcnlIjCVQ6AVYoyNwAXgAkAEAmAFioAHYBKoBATi4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgKgAmfCAgcQIxgnGMkCwgIFEAAYgATCAgQQABgemAMAiAYBkgcBMqAH8weyBwExuAdVwgcDMy0yyAcZ&sclient=gws-wiz-img&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XPFS2dRqPE


18-year-old Marcel Ravidat 
and 3 friends discovered 
The Lascaux Cave Paintings 
this day 1940. (Video)

The 600 animal paintings 
are ~17,000 years old. 

● Imagine how Marcel and 
his friends felt when 
discovering the 
paintings.

● What do these paintings 
tell us about how the 
people who made them 
felt or thought?
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